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| have had the opportunity to work for two cities known today as leadersin many fields
but certainly leaders in the environment, land use planning and sustainability.

| was-very taeky-fortunate to be-working for the City of Portland when very innovative
and exciting thinrgs-policies and programs were gettirg-startedcommenced including the
adoption of the Urban Growth Boundary and the construction of the first of the light rail
lines that now serve the metro-Portland Metro area. |nitiatives such as pPaid parking and
recycling were instituted and were quickly adopted by residents as away of life. There
was strong political leadership that guided these initiates backed by equally strong
community support for taking the steps needed to protect the environment.

When-Then, | arrived in Pasadena and found that free parking was considered a Ggod-
given right and nobody-ere wanted my empty cans and bottles,; Itit was a culture shock.
But-However, | am pleased to say that Pasadena has changed and | was very fertunate
proud te-be-ableto be a part of that revolution.

Recently Pasadena was selected by Popular Science as the 37th Greenest City in the
United StatesS. | hope the magazine reviews Pasadena again because based on the
progress the city has made in just the past year, its ranking will be even higher.-think+H

they For example:

-Because of new mixed use in-fill housing, 35% of downtown residents don't
drive to work alone and 7% of downtown household don't own a car

year renovatlon and seismic retroflt recelved LEED Gold Any munici pal building

project over 5,000 sg ft or commercia building over 25,000 sg ft must follow LEED
practices

-Many new programs have been initiated including el ectronic recycling, which
recycled over 182,000 pounds of electronic waste in the first year. The uses
non-chemical pesticides for park maintenance and green seal cleaning products.
The City's green fleet has expanded and a CNG fueling station is under
construction.




-10% of the community's electricity supply comes from green sources an increase
from 2% ayear ago

-A new Citizen Environmental Commission has energized community support

FhechangeChanging policies and habits wasn't always easy-and. It started slowly but
over time has accelerated. Tangtoday, the environmental spirit and ethic isfirmly

ingrained in Pasadena s government and neighborhoods.change-seermsto-be-oeeurring-on

aday-basis: Not surprisingly t+he formulafor this change is-surprisiaghyis similar to
what | experienced in Portland: €-—strong political support backed-driven by equally

strong community support. It isthis growing community support that_not only has ret
oenhy-allowed-permitted the adoption of better palicies, but voiced demands fored the
aceelerated-accel erating the pace of efforts to fer-peliciesprograms-and-project-that

protect theeur environment and theedr community’ sies quality of life.

Scholars and other stewards of public policy marvel at the monumental public shift
towards supporting environmental causes and initiates within such a brief period of time
and say it hasfew if any historical comparisons.

This provides a great opportunity for government to more aggressively meve
aheadpromote an environmental agenda. gutekly-and-reflectingReflecting on this
phenomenon also helps, | believe, in defining the best role of local government in
nurturing community sustainability. Rather then having to take the sole and often
difficult leadership role, government has many partners ready to assist. Local
gGovernment need not be the planner, implementer and funder of all initiativeses.
Instead, it can frequently serve as eatahysiscatalyst, educator, supporter, and
eonvenerconvener and-for change.

Local government’s ability to work with businesses has also evolved. The majority of
people are aready convinced that things-need-te-changechange is needed and therefore
many businesses, either because it helps their bottom line, marketing strategy, or both are
ready to assist. These partnerships provide for better policiestans, allowed for more
seamless implementation and increase the potential effectiveness of the
euteomes.environmental initiatives.

{giveexamples?)

Certainly there will be struggles, differences and compromises along the way. \We-are
net-all-ready-to-sell-eur-car-and-walk-to-work—Communiti es are-at-ditferentdiffer in their
stages of their-development and there are no silver bullets to making sustainable
programs work for everyone. But we are at a point-ta-thme when political leadership and
supportative communities can join in devel oping_and; implementing and-suppertiig-some
of the most progressive environmental changes in edr-history.



To read more about Pasadena's programs ago to  www.cityof pasadena.net/greencity




